
John Hart Generating Station  

Replacement Project  

 

March 2018  

Community Construction Update  

Report #57  

Prepared by: Stephen Watson, BC Hydro  

(O) 250-755-4795 or (C) 250-616-9888 

Twitter: @Puntledge   Email: steve.watson@bchydro.com  



Surface Works: 

Å Water intake operating gates were installed; 

Å Final cofferdam piles were cut and the silt curtain on 

the upstream side of the dam was removed in 

preparation for water up of the intake; 

Å Concrete finishing at surge tank complete, access 

road being repaired; 

Å Tailrace tunnel control building installed; and 

Å Power poles are up with lines beginning to be run from 

the downhill substation to the underground generating 

station. 

Underground Works: 

Å Suspended ceiling in powerhouse continues to be 

installed; 

Å Office complex progress continues with drywall, 

tilework and painting; 

Å Walkways into the service tunnel is formed and 

concrete placed; 

Å Power tunnel manifold and rock trap complete with 

services being removed;  

Å Closing up the adit connection between the main 

access tunnel and the power tunnel; and 

Å Electrical and mechanical work continues on the three 

turbine/generator units. 

Project Status  

The Victoria Times Colonist ran a three-page project 

feature on March 25. Page example shown above. 



Å Early April: Began tailrace tunnel water up; 

Å April: Begin watering up the water intake, water release valves and 

power tunnel; 

Å April 30: Partial reopening of Brewster Lake Road across John Hart dam 

(May: Road closed Monday to Friday from 8:30 am and 3:30 pm); 

Å May: The in-service date for the water bypass facility; 

Å June: First generating unit producing electricity into the power grid; 

Å July: Begin BC Hydro staff training in operating of the new facility; 

Å September 16: John Hart project community site event; and 

Å October: Commissioning of completed facility. 

 

Project Schedule  

Our anticipated water releases down Elk Falls Canyon (base flow 4 m3/s) in 

April:  

April 1-14: 30-50 m3/s; and 

April 15-30: Less than 10 m3/s. 

Flows are subject to change based on weather and available generators. 
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Entry hatch directly above 

the power tunnel shaft. 

Deep water 

intake under the 

John Hart dam. 

Low level outlet and fish 

habitat flow release valves. 

Water intake structure. 
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Looking upstream at the site. 


